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Friday 10 September 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Welcome to the new school year! It is great to see the children again after the 

summer break.  It is a pleasure to see them arriving looking smart, happy and 

ready for school. They have settled quickly, are behaving well and have made a 

great start to learning. A warm welcome to the new pupils in Reception and 

Nursery and through the school, and their families! The new pupils seemed to be 

eager and excited to start school and are overcoming any nervousness.  

 

Meet the Teacher  

As mentioned in the newsletters before the holiday, our ‘Meet the 

Teacher’ evening takes place on Wednesday 15 September for 

parents and carers of children in all year groups from Reception to 

Year 6.   This is an informal and short meeting in which teachers chat 

to the group of parents and carers of children in their class, about 

routines, expectations, the school day, PE arrangements, homework 

etc.  It is also an opportunity to see your child’s classroom.  Each 

teacher will hold two 20-minute sessions: 6.15pm – 6.35pm and 6.40pm - 7.00pm.  Parents and carers 

are invited to attend one or other of these sessions. Holding two sessions allows parents or carers to 

visit two teachers on the evening. We hope it will be of use to all parents and carers to hear information 

directly from the teacher and have opportunity to ask questions.  There is no need to sign up; just come 

along on the evening. Please note that this event is about giving out general information about the class 

and routines and expectations. If you have any particular concerns about your child, you should arrange 

to meet with the class teacher on another occasion. 

 

We have taken the decision to have this event in-person, as it is so long since parents have had 

opportunity to come into school.  In order to try to prevent the spread of COVID, we will ask parents and 

carers: 

 to sanitise hands on arrival and when moving into a second meeting; 

 to wear a face mask when arriving and moving through the school (unless exempt) which can 

then be removed when seated in the classroom (unless the session is very busy); 

 not attend if you have COVID symptoms; 

 

A further safety measure would be to lateral flow test before the evening, if you choose. 

 

For those who are unable to attend or would prefer not to attend in person, teachers will post some 

PowerPoint slides on the website and on Google Classroom and Tapestry, following the event, which will 

provide the main points from the session. 

A family of God, 

living life in all its fullness 

- playing, learning and growing together. 

Friendship - Courage – Respect 



Whole School Mass 

Our first whole school Mass of the school year is Wednesday 15 September 2021 at 

9.15am.  Parents and carers are welcome to join us.  Please come round to the main 

school entrance at the front to enter the school for Mass. 

 
COVID Safety 
Guidance to schools has now changed.  The drive is to minimise disruption to children’s learning this 
year, as far as possible.  We no longer have the children in bubbles and we have returned to two lunch 
time sittings in the hall and worship together in the hall.  Staff no longer need to social distance nor wear 
masks in communal areas during a usual school day. School no longer has responsibility for track and 
trace and has not since mid-July. 
 
Controls that are in place are: 

 ventilation 

 handwashing or sanitising – on arrival, before break/food, after break/PE; 

 good respiratory hygiene: Catch it! Kill it! Bin it! 

 cleaning – additional cleaning of touch points at lunchtime 

 adults or children with symptoms should stay at home or go home as soon as symptoms develop 
and arrange for a PCR test; 

 staff lateral flow tests twice per week. 
 
Self-isolation: 

 There is no longer a need to self-isolate if you are a contact of a COVID case if you are fully 
vaccinated, below 18yrs 6 months, part of a vaccine trial or not able to be vaccinated for medical 
reasons BUT children and adults who have been in contact with a case of COVID should have a 
PCR test. 

 
Remote learning: 

 The remote learning offer will remain in place all year for children who are absent because of 
COVID but well enough to do school work.  Children are being given new logins and we are 
setting up new Google Classrooms; please support your child with logging in.  Tapestry will 
continue to be used in Nursery, Reception and  

 
Contingency Plan: 
We need to keep our local Public Health team informed of cases, and should this reach a threshold of 5 
close contact cases, Public Heath will support the school with appropriate contingency measures which 
may involve a return to bubbles, for example, to minimise spread of the virus.  We will keep you informed 
if this is the case. 
 
Save the date 

Reading and love of reading are key to children’s academic success and we are 
holding an information session for parents and carers regarding phonics and reading on 
Wednesday 29 September from 2 – 3pm.  More information to follow! 
 

 
Please see below for general school information for new and existing parents. 
 
 

Thank you to parents for your ongoing support of the school and of the pupils.  I hope you have a good 

weekend. 

Kind regards 

 
 
 
 
 

Suzanne Ulyett  
Headteacher 



School Rules 
At St Aelred’s, we have three school rules: 

 

These three positive rules cover all elements of school life and apply to all staff and pupils and we ask 
parents to support these too.  Here are some of the ways in which these rules are discussed and applied 
in school. 
  

 Being ready… includes being ready to learn, to listen, to help; having equipment and kit and 
returning homework; having the right attitude to learning; being ready to have a go/take a 
challenge, having looked after ourselves/each other so that we are fit, healthy, have slept and 
had breakfast; attending well and being on time for school.  
 

 Being respectful….towards each other as we are all special, unique and loved by God; being 
respectful in how we look after our belongings, and the school building/grounds/resources; 
being respectful to our wider school/local community; showing acceptance of differences 
between us and celebration of diversity; having respect for our bodies; supporting each other 
with developing self-respect and self-esteem; developing reverence in our spiritual and faith 
lives; showing respect and care for our planet.  

 

 Being safe…in our behaviour so that we keep ourselves safe and others safe around school, 
at playtime and when we go out of school; being safe online, too.  

 
These rules dovetail well with our school’s core values of friendship, courage and respect.   

 
School Uniform 
We ask parents and carers to fully support our school uniform policy and to ensure that pupils look smart 
for school.  We think that our uniform is affordable with the majority of items such as trousers, skirts, 
pinafores, summer dresses etc being available from a range of outlets.  
  
Uniform helps to unite the children as members of St Aelred’s Catholic Primary School; encourages 
them to be proud of the school they represent; helps to avoid peer pressure and distractions relating to 
clothing and accessories; enables children to look the same regardless of their socio-economic 
backgrounds; and helps families have a smooth start to the day with no debates about what children are 
going to wear. 
  
All items of uniform, including uniform with our school logo such as sweatshirts and cardigans, polo 
shirts, PE T-shirts and book bags, are available from our supplier: 

 
APC Clothing: https://www.school-uniforms.co.uk/find-your-school/st-aelreds-r-c-primary-

school.html 
Online stockist of uniform for St Aelred's Catholic Primary School 

 
Uniform with our new gold logo, is now available to order from APC.  We are having a “transition period” 
for the old/new logo on uniform with either being acceptable in school during 2021/22.  Children may 
wear uniform with the old red logo until the end of July 2022.    
 
Uniform List 
  

 Children need a bookbag and a drawstring PE bag.   

  
 

https://www.school-uniforms.co.uk/find-your-school/st-aelreds-r-c-primary-school.html
https://www.school-uniforms.co.uk/find-your-school/st-aelreds-r-c-primary-school.html


Winter:  

 Grey trousers (tailored) 

 Grey or navy pinafore or skirt 

 Navy blue school sweatshirt or cardigan with logo 

 Light blue polo shirt (with logo, preferably) 

 Grey socks or tights 

 Flat, black shoes 
 
Summer alternatives: 

 Blue checked or striped school dress 

 Grey shorts (tailored) 

 White or grey, short or knee socks 

 Flat black or navy sandals 
  
PE 

 White round-necked T-shirt (with school logo, preferably) 

 Navy shorts (plain) 

 Black pumps (older pupils may prefer to wear trainers for outdoor games) 
  
Outdoor kit for cold weather: 

 Jogging bottoms - navy, plain 

 Sweatshirt - navy 

 Trainers 
  
PE Kit should be left in school in a drawstring bag so that it is always available. 

  
All clothing and PE/Games kit should be labelled clearly with the child’s name. 

 
Jewellery may not be worn in school with the exception that, if a child has pierced ears, small stud 
earrings (studs only, for safety reasons) may be worn.  Watches may be worn, but children must take 

responsibility for looking after these. School is not responsible for loss or damage to stud earrings, 
watches nor any valuables brought to school.  Earrings and watches must be removed for PE lessons. 

  
Long hair should be tied up for school.  Extreme hairstyles are not appropriate for school such as 

shaved styles or dyed hair. 
  
Make-up and nail polish are not allowed. 

 
Our pre-loved uniform 
If you would like to donate some pre-loved uniform, please bring this to school.  If you would like to 
receive some pre-loved uniform, please contact St Aelred’s Parish SVP on 07340011619 or email 
president130403@svp.org.uk.  Alternatively, get in touch with school and we will pass on your contact 
details.  The SVP will support with also support with the purchase of uniform, where there is financial 
hardship, if there is not appropriate pre-loved uniform available. 
 
Drop off and pick up 
Although the children are going straight up to class in the mornings, please feel free to come into the 
playground when we open the gates in the morning, to say goodbye to your child or speak with a 
member of staff. 
 
Start times are:  
Nursery:  8.45am 
Reception:   8.50 to 9am 
Y1 to Y6  8.45 to 8.55am at the Darnbrook Gate.  Children will go straight to their classrooms where 
they are met by a member of staff.   
 
Pick up times are: 
Nursery:  11.45am 
Reception:   3.05pm 
Y1/2/3/4 3.10pm, collected in the playground 
Y5/6  3.15pm, collected in the playground 
 

mailto:president130403@svp.org.uk


 
Home-Time Arrangements 
In order to keep your child safe, and ensure that members of staff are clear about how your child is 
getting home, we need up-to-date records about arrangements. 
 
Changes to who is collecting your child 
If someone who does not usually collect your child is picking them up from school, or any other change 
or arrangements, please phone the school office to inform us.  We will not let your child go home, even 
with a known adult, unless we have consent from a parent/carer.   
 
Going home, independently 
It is expected that all children in year groups below Y5/6 will be collected from school by an adult. 
However, Y5/6 pupils may go home on their own after school or after-school club, if we have 
permission from you in writing for your child to go home alone.  Only Y5/6 children whose parents 
have provided written consent will be allowed to go home without an adult.  If you wish your child to go 
home on their own, please follow the link to complete the online permission form: 
https://forms.gle/FbFgWiyc4YpN9zBQ9 
 
If you experience any difficultly accessing the online form, please contact the school office.  
 
Getting to school and home, safely 
Here is interactive guidance from THINK! to support educating children in road safety as pedestrians and 
cyclists https://www.think.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Tales-of-the-Road.pdf 
 

STOP LOOK LISTEN THINK 
 
Pupils are taught in Bikeability sessions about the importance of wearing a helmet when cycling.  We 
hope parents and carers will reinforce this message and ensure that children cycling to and from school 
wear their helmets.  Helmets also improve safety for children who are scootering to and from school.   
 
Please make sure that your child is visible on their bike and when walking to school, especially in the 
autumn and winter months 
 
Mobile Phones 
Children in Years 5 & 6 are permitted to bring a mobile phone to school only if they come/go home from 
school on their own and their parents wish them to have a mobile phone with them, for this reason.  
Permission is included in the Y5/6 ‘going home independently’ consent form: 
https://forms.gle/FbFgWiyc4YpN9zBQ9 
 
In these cases:  

 phones much be switched off when entering the playground and remain switched off whilst on the 
school premises; 

 phones must be handed in at the start of the day, these are then returned to pupils at home time; 

 parents and carers should educate children to focus on road safety or safety whilst cycling, so that 
children’s safety on the way to/from school is not compromised by use of a mobile phone; 

 children should use mobile phones responsibly whilst on their way to school/on their way home. 
 
Attendance and Punctuality 
Good attendance is key to children enjoying school, feeling a sense of belonging, maintaining strong 
friendships and feeling confident; crucially it is key to children making good progress in their learning.  
Being punctual for school, allows children to have a calm and smooth start to the day, helping them to 
feel ready to learn and supporting their self-esteem.  Good attendance and punctuality at primary school, 
provide a basis of good habits and positive attitudes to attendance to take on to secondary school and 
beyond. 
 
We expect all parents to do their upmost to ensure their child has high attendance and good punctuality. 
Arranging for medical appointments to be outside of school hours, wherever possible, and taking family 
holiday outside of term time, are important in securing high attendance for your child. 
 
What is good attendance? 

https://forms.gle/FbFgWiyc4YpN9zBQ9
https://www.think.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Tales-of-the-Road.pdf
https://forms.gle/FbFgWiyc4YpN9zBQ9


Average attendance in primary schools in England (pre-COVID), stands at approximately 96% which 
equates to about 7.5 days of absence. Conversely ‘persistent absence’ is attendance of 90% and below: 
90% attendance is the equivalent of missing 19 days per year – almost 4 weeks of learning! 
 
Children should arrive on time for school each day.  Children who arrive late, but during registration, will 
be marked as late in the register.  Late arrivals after the register closes are marked as an unauthorised 
absence 
 
Absence 
Should your child be unwell or unable to attend school for another reason, please inform the school by 
phone call to the school office, where you will have opportunity to leave a message reporting their 
absence.  When children are absent from school it is important that we are informed of the reason as 
soon as possible, preferably before 8.50am.  If you do not call us and your child is absent, we will phone 
you to check on the absence; this is partly a safeguarding procedure to check that you and your child are 
safe.  Unless we receive a valid explanation from parents, we are obliged by law to record the absence 
as unauthorised. 
 
Leave in exceptional circumstances 
Please request a form from the school office to request a leave of absence.  This can only be authorised 
in exceptional circumstances. 
  
 
Water and Snacks 
All children need to bring a water bottle to school every day; this should contain water, only. 
 
Reception children up to the age of 5 years, are entitled to free milk at break time.   
 
Children may bring a snack for morning break; this should be a healthy option – no sweets or chocolate 
bars. 
 
Reception and KS1 pupils have the option of free fruit that is provided to school, as a snack at break.   
 
 

Breakfast and After-School Club 
Breakfast and After-School Club are now running as normally without the need 
for bubbles.  Please contact the school office if you would like your child to have 
a place.   
  
Breakfast Club staff: 

Leader: Mrs Gladstone 
Assistant: vacancy (Miss Shaw is kindly covering for us) 
 

After-School Club Staff: 
Leader: Mrs Cawood 
Assistant: Miss Broadbent 
 

 

 

 


