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Friday 19 November 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
New Website 
Our new website is live and we are pleased to share it with you at https://staelreds.co.uk/ 
 
The site looks great and is a high-quality representation of the school we can all be proud of. We are still 
populating some areas of the site and working with the designers, Clearsilver, on some edits, but we are 
really pleased that the site is launched. Please take a look and save in your ‘favourites’ so you can 
check the website for school information and news and dates. 
 
The new website, has our Twitter feed on the front page so if you do not yet follow us on Twitter, 
https://twitter.com/aelredst@AelredSt , you will still be able to see our most recent tweets on the website 
 
 
Children in Need 
Thank you for supporting Children in Need by sending your child to school in bright colours 
today and making donations: families’ contributions total £148.21.  Thank you; we will send 
this to Children in Need. 
 

 
Dance Festival 
Some of our Year 3 & 4 pupils took part in the Yorkshire Dance Festival last 
weekend.  The festival has been taking place at York University and it was fantastic 
for the children to have the opportunity to dance in such a great venue with 
professional sound and lighting.  Our children were the youngest of the groups taking 
part that day and they managed their nerves really well!  The children danced 
beautifully; it was a real joy to watch.  I know parents and staff were bursting with 

pride!  The children had the opportunity to see older pupils dancing such as pupils from St John Fisher 
and York College; and a group of students from the Northern School of Contemporary Dance performed 
and led a workshop for pupils too. A big thank-you to Hannah and Drew for running our dance club, 
coaching the children and supporting them on the day.  
 
 

Open Morning 
Thank you and well done, to our Year 5 & 6 pupils who showed prospective parents 
around the school on 10 November.  The visitors were highly complimentary about the 
quality of welcome from the children, their respectful and friendly behaviour, and the way 
they talked about the school as they informed parents about school life at St Aelred’s.  
We were very proud of our tour guides! 

 
 
 
 

A family of God, 

living life in all its fullness 

- playing, learning and growing together. 

Friendship - Courage – Respect 

https://staelreds.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/aelredst@AelredSt


 
 
 
Anti-bullying Week 

This week we have been working with the children on assemblies and 
activities relating to anti-bullying.  The national theme has been One Kind 
Word, placing a focus on the need for respectful, encouraging and supportive 
use of language.   
 

We have been listening to children and have captured the children’s views about anti-bullying and are 
using these ideas to help them draw up a one-page, visual, anti-bullying guide for children, and the 
school. 
 
Our school’s full anti-bullying policy has been updated and shared with staff and governors.  It is on the 
policies page of the website and has bene sent electronically with this newsletter.  Please take time to 
read it.  The definition of bullying in the policy is: 
 
Bullying is deliberately hurtful behaviour, repeated over a period of time, where it is difficult for those 
being bullied to defend themselves. The main types of bullying are:  

• physical (such as hitting, kicking,)  
• verbal (such as name calling, racist remarks)  
• emotional (such as spreading rumours, excluding someone from social groups)  
• cyber (all modes of internet, such as email and internet chat room misuse; misuse of mobile phone 

text messaging, calls, camera and video facilities).  

 
 
Liturgy to remember Clara 
Next week, on Wednesday 24 November at 9.15am we will be having a liturgy together in the school 
hall, in which we remember and celebrate the life of our dear friend, Clara Mullen. Clara was a pupil of St 
Aelred’s who sadly died, earlier this year.  The liturgy will be followed with planting a blossom tree in the 
school grounds, in remembrance of Clara.  Clara’s family are invited to join us and they will have chance 
to see the library which has been established thanks mainly to funds raised by Mr Dillon for Clara, and 
donated to the school by Clara’s parents.  Parents and carers – past and present - are welcome to join 
us. 
 
New and pre-loved uniform 
St Aelred’s SVP is happy and willing to support any families who are experiencing financial hardship, 
with provision of uniform – good quality second-hand or new.  Please contact the SVP on: 07340011619 
or email: presidentc130403@svp.org.uk ; alternatively, contact school and we can get in touch with the 
SVP on your behalf. 
 
Advent Liturgy and Carol Service 
In December, we intend to hold an EYFS/KS1 advent liturgy in school and a KS2 Carol 
Service in Church.  Provisionally, parents are invited to these events.  However, should 
we have an outbreak of COVID in school that leads us to have to put in place 
contingency measures, we would move to filming these events and sharing them with 
parents and carers via You Tube, as we did last year.  Hopefully, this will not be the case. 
 
FOSTA 
Our Friends of St Aelred’s group has sent home some tickets for their Christmas raffle; please support 
their fundraising, if you can. Thank you. 
 
What is happening this half term? 
Here are some dates and information about events this half term: 
 
Wed 24 Nov 9.15am Remembering liturgy and tree planting – in remembrance of Clara Mullen; coffee 

and tea afterwards in the school hall 
Fri 26 Nov Christmas Tree Liturgy in school – decorating of our Christmas tree at the start of 

Advent.  We are using our existing artificial tree and all the baubles we already have – so 
there is no need to send in a bauble with your child, as in the past. 

Friday 3 Dec Mission Together Assembly for pupils – Mission Together is our chosen Advent Charity 
Tues 7 Dec   EYFS/KS1 Advent liturgy – Year 1 & 2 parents welcome (provisional) 
Wed 8 Dec  EYFS/KS1 Advent liturgy – Nursery & Reception parents welcome (provisional) 

mailto:presidentc130403@svp.org.uk


Friday 10 Dec Christmas Jumper Day – £1 donation to Mission Together  
Wed15 Dec  Mass in Church @ 9.30am 
Wed 15 Dec KS2 Carol Service @ 6pm – retiring collection for Mission Together - parents welcome 

(provisional) 
Thurs 16 Dec  Christmas parties - children may come in Christmas party clothes 
Fri 17 Dec  Last day of term. Break up for Christmas holidays 

 
 
Teacher Training Days 
Remaining teacher training days are: 

 Tuesday 4 January 2022 

 Friday 18 February 2022 

 Monday 25 July 2022 
The school is closed to pupils on these dates. 
 

Kind regards 

 
 
 
 
 

Suzanne Ulyett  
Headteacher 


