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Friday 5 November 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
COP 26 

This week we have had our eyes on COP26 and have been learning about what 
contributes to climate change.  Each child, from Nursery to Year 6, has made a 
promise to the Earth to try to do something to support looking after our Common 
Home.  These pledges are written on leaves, that we will display in school. 
 
 

Children in Years 4, 5 & 6, took part in a SMCCAT virtual climate summit on Tuesday, when questions 
were posed by schools to SMCCAT executives about sustainability in Trust schools,  Alex who works for 
Ashden (a climate-change charity), joined the virtual session from COP26 in Glasgow, to speak with the 
children and answer questions.  It was a great event for the children to take part in, enabling them to 
think about how we can make a difference within out Trust. 

 
Open Morning 
We are having an open morning on Wednesday 10 November for prospective 
parents whose children are due to start school in September 2022. Prospective 
parents and carers are welcome to drop in between 9.30 and 11.30am to visit our 
Early Years setting and have a tour of the school.  There is no need to book a slot.  
The invitation applies to all parents who have a child due to start school in September 
2022, even if you already have a child at St Aelred’s. 

 
Parents’ Evenings 
Parents’ evening appointment slips have been sent home for appointments on Thursday 11 and 
Wednesday 17 November.  If you have not asked for an appointment, and would like one, please 
contact the school office. 
 
RSE Meeting 
Thank you to the Year 5/6 parents who attended Wednesday’s meeting in advance of us teaching 
elements of the Relationships and Sex Education curriculum; it was really good to share more detail 
about what we are teaching and to share views and have feedback.  Please could parents give consent 
for children to participate in SRE lessons: this is the link to the consent form - 
https://forms.gle/eWmkydgfyVd9kdKo6 
 
Liturgy to remember Clara 
On Wednesday 24 November at 9.15am we will be having a liturgy together in the school hall, in which 
we remember and celebrate the life of our dear friend, Clara Mullen. Clara was a pupil of St Aelred’s who 
sadly died, earlier this year.  The liturgy will be followed with planting a blossom tree in the school 
grounds, in remembrance of Clara.  Clara’s family are invited to join us and they will have chance to see 
the library which has been established thanks mainly to funds raised by Mr Dillon for Clara, and donated 
to the school by Clara’s parents.  Parents and carers – past and present - are welcome to join us. 

A family of God, 

living life in all its fullness 

- playing, learning and growing together. 

Friendship - Courage – Respect 

https://forms.gle/eWmkydgfyVd9kdKo6


Skipping Workshop 
Y4/5/6 pupils have been invited to a skipping workshop after school on Tuesday 9 
November.  Letters have been sent home and reply slips need to be returned by Monday.   
Staff are also invited to join in - especially MSAs - to support promoting active and healthy 
lunchtimes. 

 
Design & Technology 
We have been reviewing and enhancing our Design & Technology curriculum.  Y1 & Y5 teachers have 
had some training with Primary Engineers for a project in the spring making trains.  ‘Thank you’ to  
FOSTA – and parents’ donations to FOSTA – for funding purchase of a Crumble kit which will facilitate 
computer aided design and computer aided mechanisms in D&T work.  This will be used initially in Year 
6 – providing a good level of challenge for our older pupils.  
 
Uniform 
Please support the school by ensuring children look smart for school and come to school in school 
uniform (winter uniform at this time of year), including school shoes. Please ensure that long hair is tied 
up; hairstyles are not dyed or extreme; only small studs are allowed in pierced ears; and nail polish is not 
allowed.   
 
St Aelred’s SVP is happy and willing to support any families who are experiencing financial hardship, 
with provision of uniform – good quality second-hand or new.  Please contact the SVP on: 07340011619 
or email: presidentc130403@svp.org.uk  Alternatively, contact school and we can get in touch with the 
SVP on your behalf. 
 
Advent Liturgy and Carol Service 
In December, we intend to hold an EYFS/KS1 advent liturgy in school and a KS2 Carol 
Service in Church.  Provisionally, parents are invited to these events.  However, should 
we have an outbreak of COVID in school that leads us to have to put in place 
contingency measures, we would move to filming these events and sharing them with 
parents and carers via You Tube, as we did last year.  Hopefully, this will not be the case. 
 
FOSTA 
Our Friends of St Aelred’s group will be carrying out some fundraising activities this term, in place of a 
Christmas Fair.  FOSTA is organising children designing Christmas cards and there is likely to be a raffle 
and/or cake sale…more details will follow from FOSTA.  Please support FOSTA where you can, as the 
funds raised are so valuable in providing resources for school. Thank you. 
 
What is happening this half term? 
Here are some dates and information about events this half term: 
 
Wed 10 Nov  Open Morning for prospective parents - 9.30 to11.30am 
Thurs11 Nov  School photos for children from Nursery to Year 6 
Thurs 11 Nov  Parents’ evening starting at 3.30pm 
Friday 12 Nov  Remembrance worship for pupils, in school 
Sat 13 Nov  Dance Festival – children participating will spend the day at York University 
Mon 15 Nov Anti-bullying week – ‘One Kind Word’.   

Assembly on Monday morning;  
children may wear odd socks on Mon 15 Nov 
anti-bullying activities during the week 

Wed 17 Nov  Parents’ evening starting at 5pm 
Fri 19 Nov Children in Need  

Children may dress up in bright, fun clothes and bring £1 for Children in Need  
(it is not expected that families with three children or more send more than £2 in 
total, and donations are always optional). 

Wed 24 Nov 9.15am Remembering liturgy and tree planting – in remembrance of Clara 
Mullen; coffee and tea afterwards in the school hall 

Fri 26 Nov Christmas Tree Liturgy in school – decorating of our Christmas tree at the start 
of Advent.  We are using our existing artificial tree and all the baubles we already 
have – so there is no need to send in a bauble with your child, as in the past. 

Friday 3 Dec Mission Together Assembly for pupils – Mission Together is our chosen Advent 
Charity 

Tues 7 Dec   EYFS/KS1 Advent liturgy – Year 1 & 2 parents welcome (provisional) 

mailto:presidentc130403@svp.org.uk


Wed 8 Dec  EYFS/KS1 Advent liturgy – Nursery & Reception parents welcome (provisional) 
Friday 10 Dec Christmas Jumper Day – £1 donation to Mission Together  
Wed15 Dec  Mass in Church @ 9.30am 
Wed 15 Dec KS2 Carol Service @ 6pm – retiring collection for Mission Together - parents 

welcome (provisional) 
Thurs 16 Dec  Christmas parties - children may come in Christmas party clothes 
Fri 17 Dec  Last day of term. Break up for Christmas holidays 
 
 
Teacher Training Days 
Remaining teacher training days are: 

 Tuesday 4 January 2022 

 Friday 18 February 2022 

 Monday 25 July 2022 
The school is closed to pupils on these dates. 
 

Kind regards 

 
 
 
 
 

Suzanne Ulyett  
Headteacher 


