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Friday 17 December 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Carol Service 
It was wonderful to gather as a school family, for our KS2 carol service at St Aelred’s 
Church on Wednesday evening.  The children sang with joy and spoke out with 
confidence whilst the Year 3s told the story of Jesus’ birth with a tableau. It was a very 
enjoyable hour, uniting us as a school community and giving us opportunity to reflect 
and prepare for Christmas.  Thank you for supporting the evening 
 
Instead of Christmas Cards… 

There were so many beautifully decorated baubles, it was hard to choose winners.  
Some pupils received special mentions in worship this morning; however, our prize 
winners were Tiana in EYFS, Robson in KS1, Madison S in lower KS1 and Lily in 
upper KS2.  The children showed imagination and care in their designs.  It was also 
lovely to read some of the Christmas messages which showed thoughtfulness and 
some of the themes we have been thinking about this term, including care for our 
world and encouraging each other to ‘be ourselves’. 
 

Thank you to families for supporting this activity which supports us with helps us with ‘going green’ 
this Christmas. 
 
Mission Together  
Thank you for supporting our chosen Advent charity – Mission Together https://missiontogether.org.uk/   
Over Advent, we have raised £279.25 for Mission Together.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
FSM Vouchers 
City of York is funding FSM vouchers for eligible pupils for one week of the Christmas holidays. These 
have been sent out by school electronically or paper copies to parents and carers.  Please note that 
there are also holiday activities that families can access where meals are provided. Please see the end 
of the letter and attachments, for more information. 
 
Meet the SVP – Coffee mornings 
To find out more about how the SVP helps families in our parish, school and local community, please 
drop in for a cup of tea or coffee on Wednesday 19 January after drop off at 9am – in our Sunshine 
Room. As well as having chance to get to know more about how the SVP is supporting families, this 
is a chance to stop and chat with other parents and carers.  There will be opportunity to recycle school 
uniform too, as the SVP have taken on this role of distributing pre-loved uniform.  Please come along 
if you can. 
 
 

 

A family of God, 

living life in all its fullness 

- playing, learning and growing together. 

Friendship - Courage – Respect 

https://staelreds.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/aelredst@AelredSt
https://missiontogether.org.uk/


 
Mass at St Aelred’s at Christmas 
 
Friday 24 December (Christmas Eve): 

 Children’s Mass at 6pm (places need to be booked- phone 
            today (Friday 17th Dec) between 7pm and 8pm by ringing  
           Joe Stead on 01904 424361)  

 Carols at 8pm 

 Mass at 8.30pm 
 
Saturday 25 December (Christmas Day): 

 Mass at 9.30am 
 

                                               All Masses will also be on Zoom 

 

Wishing you all a happy, peaceful and healthy Christmas. (We have had no new Covid 

cases in school for over a week so I hope that bodes well for the Christmas holidays.)  

Thank you for the kind Christmas messages and the gifts – the staffroom is full of 

chocolates and biscuits .  Your ongoing support is much appreciated. 

 
 
Praying for God’s blessings on our school and families, this Christmas and in the New Year.  
 
 
 

 
Please note that, after the Christmas break, children return to school on Wednesday 5 January 
2022. 
 

Kind regards 

 
 
 

Suzanne Ulyett – Headteacher 
 
 
 

     Fundraising Goal for 2022  
 

We have set ourselves a goal, as we head into 2022, to have a defibrillator in school. 
 
There are defibrillators in the local area but we know that should someone at school go into 
cardiac arrest - child, staff, parent, visitor – we will be able to give them the best possible 
chance of survival if we have a defibrillator in school. For every minute someone is in cardiac 
arrest without CPR and access to a defibrillator, their chances of survival drops by up to 10%. 
 
We are going kick-start our defibrillator fundraising with a second-hand book bring-and-buy 
sale in January and a sponsored read-a-thon at the start of February. When we return to 
school, please send in any good quality, second-hand books for our bring-and-buy sale – 
children’s books or books for adults. We will fix the date of the sale in the new year. 
 
More information about this fundraising challenge will be sent out at the start of term.   
 
Thank you for your support. 



 

 


