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Thursday 9 December 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Christmas Jumper Day 
A reminder that tomorrow is Christmas Jumper Day, in school.   
Children may swap their school sweatshirt for a Christmas jumper.  We are 
raising money for Mission Together and are suggesting a donation of £1 – with a 
maximum of £2 per family.   
 
Instead of Christmas Cards… 

As usual, we have sent home a template for children to decorate and return to school 
with their Christmas message on the reverse, in place of children bringing lots of 
Christmas cards to school.  This year it is a Christmas bauble.  We are suggesting 
children bring in a donation of 50p to our Advent charity – Mission Together – along 
with their completed design.  There will be a prize for the best in each key stage: 
EYFS; KS1; and KS2.  We hope that the children find this an enjoyable activity; that 
it saves a little bit of money; and it helps us with ‘going green’. 
 

Mission Together  
Thank you to Mrs Couttie who came to school recently to talk to the children about the work of Mission 
Together which is our chosen Advent charity this year.  This is some information about the charity: 

 
Mission Together is the children’s branch of Missio – the Catholic Church’s official children’s 
charity for overseas mission.  
 
What makes Mission Together special is that we’re universal: while children in England and 
Wales pray and fundraise for children overseas, children around the world are praying and 
sharing too, in an amazing exchange of faith and friendship. Thanks to schools like yours, 
Mission Together can support schools, orphanages, street shelters, clinics and feeding 
programmes in 159 countries. That’s over 1,000 mission dioceses worldwide! 

 
To find out more, please visit: https://missiontogether.org.uk/ 
 
Child-friendly Anti-bullying Policy 
Following from the children’s learning and their work during anti-bullying week, we now have a child-
friendly version of our anti-bullying policy.  This has been drawn up with the children using their ideas 
and information from anti-bullying resources we have used in school.  The policy was finalised and 
agreed by the Mini-Vinnies and we have shared it in assembly. It is included at the end of this 
newsletter. 
 
 

 

A family of God, 

living life in all its fullness 

- playing, learning and growing together. 

Friendship - Courage – Respect 
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Meet the SVP – Coffee mornings 
To find out more about how the SVP helps families in our parish, school and local community, please 
drop in for a cup of tea or coffee on Wednesday 19 January after drop off at 9am – in our Sunshine 
Room. As well as having chance to get to know more about how the SVP is supporting families, this 
is a chance to stop and chat with other parents and carers.  There will be opportunity to recycle school 
uniform too, as the SVP have taken on this role of distributing pre-loved uniform.  Please come along 
if you can, 
 
Liturgy to remember Clara 
Thank you to those who attended the liturgy to remember Clara on Wednesday 24 November, and/or 
donated money which was used to purchase a cherry blossom tree which we have planted in the school 
grounds, in her memory.   It was good to be able welcome Clara’s parents and her sister, into school, 
as well as some ex-pupils who were Clara’s classmates.  The children sang, read and prayed with 
reverence, and it gave us all strength and comfort to do this together.  Thank you to staff who shared 
their memories of Clara from her time at St Aelred’s. 
 

 
Our school library is now complete and a real asset at the heart of our school. Huge thanks to Clara’s 
family for the donation of funds raised by Mr Dillon for Clara - with thanks to Mr Dillon too! We have a 
rainbow mosaic in the library to remind us that we have the library because of Clara.  Thank you also 
to Mr Barnes for his joinery work in the library and to Mr Hewitt for the painting and decorating.   
 
Advent Liturgy  

On Monday and Tuesday, EYFS/KS1 held an advent liturgy in school.  Thank you to parents 
and carers who joined us.  Thank you to all the children for giving us opportunity to reflect, 
prepare for the coming of Jesus and… …start to feel a bit Christmassy!  
 

 
FOSTA 
Our Friends of St Aelred’s group has sent home some tickets for the Christmas raffle. The raffle will 
be drawn on Monday 20 December and prize-winners will be notified.  Good luck! 

 
Next week:  
Wed15 Dec Mass in Church @ 9.30am – help with walking to Church and back, would be 

appreciated 
Wed 15 Dec KS2 Carol Service @ 6pm – retiring collection for Mission Together - parents 

welcome 
Thurs 16 Dec  Christmas parties - children may come in Christmas party clothes 
Fri 17 Dec  Last day of term. Break up for Christmas holidays 
 
After the Christmas break, children return to school on Wednesday 5 January 2022. 

Parking 
A number of members of our school community have raised concerns about safety of all our 
children being compromised at drop-off and pick-up.  Please do not: 
 

 park on yellow lines 

 obstruct visibility at junctions 

 drive/park on Darnbrook Walk at pick up and drop off. 
 

Preventing an accident is vital and worth the inconvenience of parking a little further away.  
Please play your part in maximising safety around our school. Thank you. 



 
Mass at St Aelred’s at Christmas 
 
Friday 24 December (Christmas Eve): 

 Children’s Mass at 6pm (places need to be booked and details 
of how to do this will shortly be available of the parish website: 
http://www.staelreds-york.org.uk/ 

 Carols at 8pm 

 Mass at 8.30pm 
 
Saturday 25 December (Christmas Day): 

 Mass at 9.30pm 
 
Kind regards 

 
 
 

Suzanne Ulyett – Headteacher 

 
St Aelred’s Child-Friendly Anti-Bullying Policy 

Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another ~ John 13: 34-35 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our happy & safe school 
We will work together to make St Aelred’s a happy and safe school by: 

 living out our school values and following our school rules; 

 using kind words; 

 sticking together as friends because we are stronger together; 

 welcoming new pupils; 

 getting on well together; 

 respecting and understanding each other;  

 including children so they are not left out; 

 allowing others to be themselves;  

 remembering that we are all special, unique and loved by God. 

What is bullying? 
Bullying is deliberately hurtful behaviour, repeated over a period of time, where 
it is difficult for those being bullied to defend themselves.  
 
The main types of bullying are:  

 physical (such as hitting, kicking, spitting, pushing, pinching); 

 verbal (such as name-calling, racist remarks, rude, belittling or unkind 
comments); 

 emotional (such as spreading rumours, leaving someone out); 

 cyber (such as unkind chat and messages online or by mobile phone, 
misuse of picture or videos). 

 

6 things to do if you are being bullied:   

1. TELL a grown-up who you trust. Use your class ‘Worry Box’ if you are too 
worried to speak openly about what is happening. 

2. Tell the person bullying to stop, if you can; use eye contact and tell them 
to go away; ignore them and walk away; don’t react - act as though you 
don’t care what they say or do; don’t do what they ask. 

3. Don’t retaliate (don’t fight or argue back). 
4. Keep a record of what is happening (or screenshots or messages, if 

online). 
5. Surround yourself with people who make you feel good. 
6. Remember it is NOT your fault – be confident and proud of who you are. 

Helping Hand: 

Who can help? 
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What should I do if I see someone being bullied?  

 TELL an adult straight away. Don’t stay silent or the bullying will keep 
happening.  

 Tell the person bullying to stop, if it is safe to do so.  

 Comfort the person who has been bullied and tell them to speak to 
someone. Reassure them it’s not their fault.  

 Don’t fight or argue with the person who is bullying.  

Grown-ups in school must: 

 Listen to children. 

 Take bullying seriously. 

 Support the person being bullied and work with the person who is 
bullying. 

 Include parents and carers of the person being bullied and the person 
doing the bullying. 

 Investigate what is happening and put in place measures to make it stop. 

 Monitor to make sure the bullying has stopped. 


