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Friday 7 January 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Happy New Year 
I hope that you have had an enjoyable Christmas and wish all our families the very best for 2022! 
 
We had collective worship to start the new year with our hopes for 2022 and KS2 pupils joined in with 
Mass at St Aelred’s, virtually yesterday, to celebrate the feast of the Epiphany.   
 
St Aelred’s Day 
Next Wednesday. 12 January, is St Aelred’s feast day. KS2 will be attending Mass at 
9.30am at St Aelred’s and EYFS and KS1 will have collective worship in school.  Our 
Mini Vinnies will be commissioned at Mass alongside the commissioning of the adult 
SVP members. 
 
During the day, children will enjoy activities relating to St Aelred’s feast day and relating 
to what makes St Aelred’s school special.   
 
The children will also have a little celebration in their classes with some juice and cakes.  Any cake 
contributions welcome! (No nuts, please.) 

 

A family of God, 

living life in all its fullness 

- playing, learning and growing together. 

Friendship - Courage – Respect 

      Fundraising Goal for 2022                                                             
 

We have set ourselves a goal, as we head into 2022, to have a defibrillator in school. 
There are defibrillators in the local area but we know that should someone at school go into 
cardiac arrest - child, staff, parent, visitor – we will be able to give them the best possible chance 
of survival if we have a defibrillator in school. For every minute someone is in cardiac arrest 
without CPR and access to a defibrillator, their chances of survival drops by up to 10%. 
 

We are kick-starting our defibrillator fundraising with a second-hand bring-and-buy book sale 
in January and a sponsored read-a-thon in February. From now, please send in any good 
quality, second-hand books for our bring-and-buy sale – children’s books or books for 
adults.  Date of book sale: Friday 21 January (time and organisation to be confirmed) Thank 

you for your support. 

https://staelreds.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/aelredst@AelredSt


 
 
Meet the SVP – Coffee mornings 
Please note, this coffee morning drop-in is being postponed until nearer half term – date to follow, in 
discussion with SVP.  
 
Vacancy 
We are recruiting for an admin member of staff to work in our school office.  This 
is a part-time role, three days per week.  The advert and application form are 
available on the SMCCAT website: https://www.smccat.org.uk/join-
us/careers/current-vacancies/  The closing date is soon – Monday 10 January.  
Please flag up to anyone who may be interested. 
 

The vacancy is arising as Beth Birch, one of our admin team, is taking up a new 
opportunity with a job offer within the NHS.  We are pleased for her success in 
acquiring her new post, but sorry to be losing her.  Beth has always been a calm, 
friendly, approachable and efficient presence in the school office and we will miss her 
hard work and willingness to support parents and staff in her role.  We wish her all 
the best in her new job.  Good luck, Beth!  

 
 
COVID Guidance 
We continue to follow government guidance around what we can do to help prevent the spread of the 
virus.  There is no significant new guidance specifically for primary schools this term.  Children in 
primary schools do not need to wear masks.   
 
Please note, that if we have a cluster of cases in a year group, we inform parents with a letter sent via 
Parent Pay, as we did for Y3 and 4 last half term.  In this situation, using lateral flow testing at home 
for other pupils, is helpful in order to pick up infections early and identify non-symptomatic cases.  
 
We make daily returns re any cases, to Public Health and they provide advice to schools where there 
are clusters of cases. 
 
There are currently members of the school who are absent with COVID due to infection that arose over 
Christmas.  We have had no new cases this week. 
 
Parents and visitors – lateral flow testing 
In line with government guidance to schools, please could parents who are visiting school for a meeting, 
to hear readers or for an event, please lateral flow test before coming into school.  Thank you. 
 
Information about isolation and testing 

 
Isolation  
There has been a change to the length of time staff and pupils with a positive test result 
should self-isolate, in line with the stay at home guidance for households with possible or 
confirmed Covid infection. 
 
It is now possible to end self-isolation after seven days, following two negative lateral flow 
tests taken 24 hours apart. The first lateral flow test should not be taken before the sixth day. 
 
Lateral Flow testing following contact with a confirmed case 
Adults who are fully vaccinated and all children and young people aged between 5 and 18 
years and 6 months identified as a contact of someone with COVID-19 are strongly advised to 
take a LFD test every day for 7 days and continue to attend their setting as normal, unless 
they have a positive test result. Daily testing of close contacts applies to all contacts who are:  

 fully vaccinated adults – people who have had 2 doses of an approved vaccine  

 all children and young people aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, regardless of their 
vaccination status  

 people who are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons  

 people taking part, or have taken part, in an approved clinical trial for a COVID-19 
vaccine  

https://www.smccat.org.uk/join-us/careers/current-vacancies/
https://www.smccat.org.uk/join-us/careers/current-vacancies/


 
Children under 5 years are exempt from self-isolation and do not need to take part in daily 
testing of close contacts.  
 
Changes to requirement for confirmatory PCR tests 
From next Tuesday (11 January), if staff or pupils do not have symptoms, but have a positive 
lateral flow test, they do not need to get a confirmatory PCR test.  Until then, if they get a positive 
result, they still need to arrange a PCR test. They must then self-isolate at home for ten days, 
or seven days if they have a clear lateral flow test on days six and seven of the isolation. 

 
Links to guidance: 
Stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) 
infection: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-
home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 
 
 
Confirmatory PCR tests to be temporarily suspended for positive lateral flow test 
results: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/confirmatory-pcr-tests-to-be-temporarily-suspended-
for-positive-lateral-flow-test-results 
 
What parents and carers need to know: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-
and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-
covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-
providers-schools-and-colleges 

 
Chicken Pox 
There are a number of children absent from school with Chicken Pox.  These are mainly younger 
pupils in EYFS and KS1.  The guidance around Chicken Pox is that children should be kept away 
from nursery and school until all the spots have formed scabs which usually takes about 5 days from 
the spots first appearing to them being crusted over: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/ 
 
Please note, if you are pregnant and have not had Chicken Pox, and have been near someone with 
Chicken Pox, the advice on the NHS website is to contact 111 for advice. 
 
 
Kind regards 

 
 
 

Suzanne Ulyett 
Headteacher 
 
COVID Isolation diagram: 
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